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Tur ATTESTATION ° 


Of-the Rev. Mr. M Culloch, Mintster of the Gofpel at Cam-~ 
bufling, relating tothe Fruits and Effects of the extraordi= - 
nary Vo k at that place, in ¥742——Ln a letter to the Rev, 
Mr. Robe. mand Bas 323 tt Ale 

, [Concluded from page 132. |} 
> UT that what I fay in this matter may not be mifunder- 

ftood, [ remark, an : 
1, Negatively : 

1. 1d» not hereby pretend to fay, that they are free of all 
faulcs and follies, as if nothing at, all amifs could be juftly 
charged on any of them; but would enly fay, that after much 
enquiry made, for what I know} they have been helped, fince | 
the time of their. awakening to their death, or to this time, to 
carry, in a good meafure, fuitable.to. their chriftian. profefion, 
proper charitable allowances and abatements being made for 
involuntary infirmities and imprudencies, common to them 
with other chriftians in this imperfe& ftate: and that they 
have not been fuffered to fall into any thing grofs or openly 
offenfive in their life, : : | 

2. 1 do not pretend to fay, that this lift befere.me is com- 
dlete, or contains the whole number of the awakened here:tn 


1742, that perfevere. It is to be hoped, many cf thefe quite 
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unknown to me, may beas good chriftians as any of thofe that 
are in it. It is but very dately that I got particular accovnts 
of a confiderable number of them, that are choice practical 
chriftians, of whom I knew nothing before. Oppofers at no 
great diftance, hearing of the falls and mifcarriages of fome of 
the awakened, immediately raifed a great clamour and noife, 
as if all were come to nothing; and that noife, it feems, has 
reached Holland, and other diftant places : but there 1s ground 
to fufpect, that the more narrow the enquiries into this work, 
and the effects of it, are, it will ftill appear in a more favour- 
able and advantageous light. 

3. It is not meant, that all the regularly behaving fubje&s 
of that work, are yet alive to anfwer for themfelves. It may 
be hoped in charity, that many of them are gone to heaven: 
but tho'e ex/y of the now deceafed fubjeAs of this work, are 
reckoned in this number, who from the time of their awaken- 
ing here in 1742, to the time of their death, were enabled to 
perfevere in the wavs of God, without falling openly into any 
thing offenfive, or unfuitable to their chriftian profeffion.— 
And thefe are the moft unexceptionable of all others, as hav~ 
ing by an edifying life, given evidence of the gracious change 
wrought on their hearts; and then finifhed their courfe, and 
feverals, though not all of them, having finifhed it with joy, 
and died triumphantly, and in the full affurance of eternal 
life. 

4. When I mention the work here in 1742, and fuch coms 
fortable abiding effeéts of it ; I would not have that work, as 
producing any of thefe bleft effects, afcribed to any creature, 
but that the entire glory of it fhould be given to God, whofe 
work it was. It is true there were many minifers then came 
here, from places near and more remote, and fome of thena 
men of great eminency, who preached here at my d: fire ; and 
I ufed alfoto preach along with them at their defire; and 
Several of thefz minifters, after public worfhip was over, alfo 
joined with me in exhortations to fouls appearing in fpiritual 
diftrefS, who reforted to the manfe. But what coud al! thefe 
avail, without the divine power and bleffing ? Whoever plant 
or water, it is God that gives the increafe: minifters are but 
inftruments in his hand: no prai;e was due to the rcms hornt, 
though Jericho’s walls fell down at their b/ast: if God will 
vouchfafe, that his Spirit fhall breathe through miniftersy of 
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by his word in their mouth ; it is God and not the means muft 
have the praife. It is very fit and reafunable, that he that 
builds the temple fhould bear the glory: and Chrift is both 
the foundation and founder of the church, and of every parti- 
cular living temple in it, and even all in all : and therefore let 
all the glory be afcribed to him. 

5. When I feak of fo many perfzvering fubjeéts of the 
work here in 1742,I do not pretend to determine that all 
thefe are converted. A true believer may, without extraordi- 
nary revelation, be infallibly aflured, that he himfelf is ina 
ftate of grace, and perfevere therein to falvation: and yet this 
is not the attainment of every true believer neither, nor per- 
haps of the greateft part of believers; but the like affurance 
is not to be expected, in an ordinary way, with refpect to the 
“sehen of the ftate of others ; the white stone and new name, 

ev. ii. 17. is known abfolutely to none but thofe who receive 
it: the gift of difcerning fpirits, fo as to have an abfolute in- 
fallible knowledge of the goodnefs of another’s ftate, is quite 
miraculous ; and whatever of this gift obtained in the apoftol- 
ie and primitive times, for any man now to pretend to it, 
feems to be an affuming of what belongs te God alone ; and 
to run into this plan in church matters, is to turn all into the 
wildeft diforder and confufion. But, | 

2. And pofitively : : 

Whatever juftly determines us to entertain favourable fen- 
timents of others being true chriftians, and in a gracious ftate, 
will be found to agree to thofe perfons I fpeak of ; though no 
doubt with a diverfity, as among an equal number of other 
chriftians. The holinefs of fome chriftians fhines fo clearly 
in their lives, as fuffices to found a moral certainty, or very 
high degree of probability, and even to exclude all reafonable 
ground of doubt, concerning the go: dnefs of their ftate ; while 
others afford ground but for a lower degree of probability, yet 
enough to found a judgment of charity on, that they are in a 
gracious ftate; fome of both thefe forts are, no doubt, to be 
found among the perfons in view, of whom I now fpeak. 

Now there are thefe two things, efpecially, upon which we 
found owr charitable thoughts of others as true chriftians, 
namely, a chriftian profeffion, joined with an anfwerable con- 
verfation : leaving the certain and final judging of hearts and 
ftates to God, who only can judge them with infallible cer- 
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tainty; we are bound in charity to think men are good mer, 
as long as their protedlion of faith and lives are agreeable te 
the word of God, the only rule of taith and life. 

Some indeed farther require, that perfons who would have 
a place in their charity, fh uld give fome account of their ex- 
periences of the grace of God: and this is what a great num- 
ber, perhaps above a fourth part of the perfevering fubjeéts 
here in 1742, have done: they gave me very particular ace 
counts of God’s dealings with their fouls, in their firft awak- 
enings and outgites, with their following foul-exercifes and 
experiences, diftrefles, deliverances and comforts, in 1742, 
1743, 1744, and fome of them alfo continued thefe accounts 
to 1748. And | fet down very many of thefe from their own 
mouchs, always in their own fenfe, and very much alfo in their 
owo words; and many of thefe accounts have appeared to 
competent judges, to whom they have been fhewn, and whe 
have perufed them with care, to be very rational and f{criptu- 
ral, and worthy to fee the light ; which perhaps may be done 
hereafier, | 

But paffing thefe things at the time, and confining ourfelves 
to the two things before-mentioned, that ufually and juftly 
determine us to look upon others as chriftians, where they 
meet together, a cchriftian profeflion with an an{w stadia prace 
tice : and both concur here. 

All she perfevering (ubj: -€ts of the work here in 1742, agreein 
pr ofeffing their faith in Chrift the Mediator, by whole mediation 
alone we can come to God the Father as our God and Father 
in him, through the power and grece of the Holy Spirit: they 
a pre fefs to hope for falvation ‘according to ee seipak: plan, 
by the impas ed righteoufnets of Chri {t, “entitling to eternal 
life and all blefflings ; and the fanctifying influenees of the Spi- 
rit of Chriit, difp fing for eternal life, and all holy enjoyments 
here and heréatres. 

gus then, as our Saviour allows us manees ze of the tree by 
its fruits, and true faith mutt be fhewn b Dy good Werks, or 
holy obedtence in the life, thefe things are alfo manifeft in the 
lives of the perfzvering fubje&ts I peak of: 1 am not free, at 
prefent, to publith any of their names, or thofe of the atteft- 
ers; nor is it at all proper or neediul fo to do; but ali the a- 
bove number are feverally attefted, either by minifers, elders, 
er private chriitians of eftablifhed cha aracter, who have known 
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them, and their manner of life, from 174.2; and all thefe at- 
teftations, in fum, bear, not only tha: tuch perfons they men 
tion, were awakened at Cambuflang, in 1742, or were ssidlee 
convictions and remarkable coucern there at that time, but 
thac they have all along from thet to their death, or to this 
time, behaved well, and as became the!r chriftian profcflion 5 
charitanle allowances being made for involuntary Ww aia 
and infirmities, as to other chriftians, in this imperfect fiate, 
as is faid before. 

~ But befide thefe generals, I fhall bere fubjoin a few parti- 
culars, partly from myown knowledge and oblervation, partly 
by crediale information from others, relating to their temper 
and practice. 

B» the practice of juftice and charity, relative duties, pub- 
lic-{piritednefs, humility, meeknefs, patience, and a clofe and 
diligent attendance on pofpel-ordinances, heavenly-minded = 
nels, watchfulnefs againft all fin, efpectally thefe 4ns thatufed 
formerly eafily to befet them, &c. they adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour, glorify their heavenly Father, and excite 
others to du fo on their account. 

Thofe of them that were curfers and fwearers, have Said a- 
fide that languaze of hell, and have learned much of the Jan- 
guage of heaven, and to fpeak with huly awe of God, and 


thinus divine. 
Suca of them as ufed to be often out in taverns, drinking 
and plaving at cards, &c. ull very late, or morning hcurs ras 
ther, for thefe nine years paft fhun all occaficns of that kis dy 
and keep at home at night, fpending the meht tn chriftian 
conference, things profitable for their families, and in fecret 
and family devotion. 

— formerly drunken or tipling fot, that ufcd to lie «-hed 


til! ‘ht or nine in the morning cil] he flept out left nighr’s 
Dicciie nnefs, for thefe nine years gets up at three or four in 


. - . 7 ! ‘ 
the rar tdet bee and continues at reading his Bidle and other 


good books, fecret prayer and meditation, &c. ull fcven or 
eizht o’clock, in the morning ; then he calls his houf hold to- 
gether for family devotion ; and docs the like in the evening 
and at night. 

Some wives who before 1742 were at variance with their 
hufbands, have fince that time cot on the ornament of a meek 
and quiet fpirit, and live in much love and peace with them. 
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Others, when the hufband’s paffions break out againft them 
in boifterous and ftormy language, run to another rvem to 
their knees, afking of God forgivenefs and a better temper to 
the hufband, and patience and meeknefs to herfelf, and after 
fome time, returns, from her knees, with the law of kindnefs 
in her lips, to the hufband, telling him, He is the beft hufs 
band fhe could have got; for that he is the occation of her go 
ing oftener to her knees, than probably fhe would have gone, 
if fhe had got one more loving and kind. 

The formerly covetous and worldly-minded and felfifh, have 
got a public fpirit, and zealous concern for promoting the 
kingdom and glory of Chrift in the converfion and falvation 
of fouls ; and for this end, are careful not only to live incffen- 
fively themfelves, but ufefully to others, fo as all about them 
may be the better for them: they join cheerfully to their pow- 
er, and fome even beyond it, (fo that I have fometimes feen it 
needful to check fome of them for too large quotas or offers) 
in collections for promoting the intereft of religion, or for the 
relief of thofe ftraits, in places near hand or afar off : they 
carefully obfzrve the times fixed in the concert for prayer, 
and joining at fuch times in earneft pleadings at a throne of 
grace, for the {preading and fuccefs of the gcfpel, and the out- 
pouring of the Spirit from on high on the churches. 

They flock to the hearing of the word, in the feveral places 
where they refide, with great eagernefs; and, as new-born 
babes, defrre the fincere milk of the word, that they may grow 
thereby. Such earneft detires of a number in this parifh after 
the word, encouraged me in the beginning of the year 1742, 
to fet up a weekly le€ture on Thurfdays, and to continue it 
from that time to this, all the year round, and even in harveft 
r00, only altering the time of it then to the evening, to which 
the reapers come running from the fields, where they had been 
toiling all the day. At others times of the year, fome fervants 
of their own free motion and choice, are known fometimes to 
have fat up all night at their mafter’s work, that they might 
have liberty to attend the weekly lecture next day, without 

giving their mafter caufe to complain. 

They are careful to prepare for the facrament cf the Lord’s 
fupper, and frequent in partaking of it. In Scotland, country 
parifhes ufually have that facrament difpenfed but once a year, 
and fometimes not fo oft; but ever fince 1742, we have ha¢ 
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it here twice a year. Thefe have been indeed remarkable 
times of communion with God: then efpecially they have 
fzen the goings of our God and our King in the fanétuary 5 
they have been made to fit under Chrift’s fhadow with great 
delight, and his fruit has been fweet to their tafte: they have 
been feafted in the banqueting-houfe, his banner over them 
was love. And meeting alfo with like entertainments at com- 
munion-occafions in other places, they refort to many fuch fo- 
lemnities in different parts, efpecially in the feafon wherein 
they moft abound, as in June, July, and Auguft. 

To conclude, they abound much in prayer, both in fingle 
or fecret prayer, each apart by himfelf, and in facial prayer, 
jointly with others, not only private, with the family they be- 
Jong to, and more public and folemn with the congregation, 
but in fellow/bip meetings, or leffer focieties that ufe to meet 
weekly for prayer, and praifes to God, and chriftian confer- 
ence. In 1731, when I came to this parifh, there were three 
of thefe meetings in it. In 1742, they increafed to a dozen 
or more; now they are decreafed to fix. In every town or 
village almoft in this fide of the country, where there is any 
competent number of ferious lively chriftians, and where re- 
ligion is in a thriving. way, there are of thefe focietices for 
prayer, and the perfevering fubjects of the work I {peak of, in 
parifhes where any fuch perfons are, always make a part of 
thefe focieties. Tradefmen, who are members cf them, and 
who work for fo much a day, allow their employers to deduce 
fo much from their day’s wages, as anfwers to the time the 
happen to be abfent at the meeting for prayer. Some of thefe 
focieties, befide their ordinary fixt times for meeting, which 
is ufually once a week in the evening, have alfo their meet - 
ings for fafting and prayer on extraordinary occafions ; 2s 
fudden tidings of remarkable loffles or dangers to any of their 
concerns ; or of events whereby the intereft of religion is in 
great danger. And fometimes the Lord gives much of his 
gracious prefence and of a fpirit of prayer to his people in 
thefe, though, alas! not fo much as in former times. 

I now clofe with this fhort caution: If this paper fhall fal} 
into the hinds of any concerned in the work of which it treats, 
who fhall pervert any thing here faid, towards encouraging 
himf-lif in pride and carnal fecurity, as fuppofing that he is 
reckoned here among the perfevering fubjccts of that work ; 
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to fuch I fay, perhaps it is not as you imagine: but fuppofe if 
be fo, what are you the petter for that? What was Judas the 
betcer for being in the lift, and in fuch repute among the other 
anoftles? M-n may approve thee, and God condemn thee: 
and if thou value thyfelf merely upon the approbation of o- 
thers, this d-'ufion will ruin thee forever. Be nothigh-minded, 


bu fear: thofe who have indeed been enabled to perfevere, 
aid may hove by @race ft.ll to perfevere in the ways of Ged 
are tie humble aid lowly, the modeft and felf-den’ et while 


he haazhty and his*-minded, the prefumptuous and i Oe 


paw 


fident have been f, Fered to fall, or may expect that ; a danger- 
ous ‘all is very near, 

Nw ta him that is able ’o keep us i cm falling, and to pre- 
font us faultlefs before the prefence of his glory wi b exceeding 


Jy to theony wife God our Saviour, be glory and maj sty, ao- 


y 


minion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 
Upon the whoie, 1 think I may fay, The Lord has done 
reat things for us, whereof we-are glad. ‘T’o him alone be 
all glory and praif>, of whatever good was got or done; in that 
remarkable work of his grace. Amen, 
I am, 


Reverend and dear Sir, 
Your affeAionate Brother and Servant, | 


WILLIAM M: ‘CULLOGH: 
Eambuflang Manfe, April 30th, 1751. 


errr roy ior rrer 


ATTESTATION 


@F THE KIRK SESSION OF CAMBUSLANG« 


At Cambuflans Manfe, April 30th, 175%. 

We the under-fub{cribing elders, members of the kirk- 

f{effion of Cambuflang, having heard the foregoing ats 
teftation read to us by our P attor, and having maturely confi~ 
dered the fame, paregraph by paragraph, do heartily join with 
him in faid atteftation, and hereby make it our own; being 
perfuaded that it contains a juft and true account of the extra- 
ordinary work here in 1742, and the comfortable abiding ef- 
feéts of iton many, probably more than the four hundred men- 
tioned in the foregoing atteftation; and particularly, as te 
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about feventy of that four hundred, who lived in this parith 
in the year 1742, and who were among the awakened here 
that year, and from that time to this, or to the time of their 
death, lived (fo far as we know ourfelves, or by credible in- 
formation) in a blamelefs, inoffenfive way, and as becomes 
their chriftian profeffion. 

And to what is faid above, we add the following general 
obfervations.  —_. 

1. The awakening in 1742, was fo far from being a {chif- 
matical work, 2s it has been traduced by oppofers, that num- 
bers who had gone into a courfe of feparation oid divifion 
from their own minifters; and from the communion of the 
Prefbyterian church, eftablithed by law in Scotland, returned 
to their own pattors, and to communion with the national 
church, acknowledging God was in the midft of her of a truth. 
And many who were at the very point of deferting the com- 
munion of this church, and {zparating from their own paftors; 
were kept back from {ch: {matic courfes: and exprefs a moft 
tender regard to all true minifters of © nrift, efpecially to thofe 
who were their fpiritual fathers in the Lord and continue in 
full communion with this nationa! church to this very day. 

2. Though the moft of the fubje€s of the aw akening, whofe 
ex-rcife contained a mixture of (trong fancy and imagination, 
are — fd te their former finful courfes ; yet, there are {eve- 
ral inftances of perfons, whofe exercifts were mixed with fan- 
ciful apprehenfions, and which they gave out to be real repre- 
fentations of o jects and vifions, are of the number of thofe 

who dre perfevering in a juftifial Je chriftian profeffion, and 
unblemifhed converfation. 

3. the decreafe of the number of meetings for prayer, from 
aout a dozen or more in th:s parith, anno 1742, to the num- 
ber of fix this prefent current year, mentioned by our Paftor 
in his atteftation, was occationed not only by the backil: ‘ding 
of feverals, that at the beginning of the revival formed them- 
felves into thefe m« -etinigs, but alfo by the death of feverals of 
the members, the removal of others from this par'fh, and by 
marriages of others, who were obliged to mind the affairs of 
their families: by all which, fome of thefe meetings were quite 
broken up, and the remaining perfevering members have ad - 


joined themfelves to the omer focieties within this parifh, 
) 
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or to other focietics for prayer, where providence hath now 
caft their lot. 

4. The reafon why we declare there are probably more than 
the four hundred perfevering fubjects of awakening, contain- 
ed in our minifter’s atteftation, is, that when the lift of the 
above fubjeéts came to hand from other parifhes, there were 
no accounts fent up from the Weft country, where we know 
great numbers of the fubjects of the late work lived, and do 
live; and we doubt not, numbers of thefe have brought, and 
are bringing forth fruit with patience. 

And now, upon the whole, we the under-fubfcribers, with 
the greateft freedom, after the moft impartial enquiry and di- 
ligent care for information about the premifes, being all the 
elders belonging to the kirk-feffion of this parifh, fave one oc- 
cafionally abfent from this meeting, day and date aforefaid, co 
hereunto fubfcribe our names. 

ALEXANDER Duncan, 
ARCHIBALD FIFE, 

Incram More, 5 Elders. 
CLAUD SOMERS, 

BaRTHOLOMEW SomeERs, J 























4 [ From the Conne&icat Evangelical Magazine. } 


THE CHRISTIAN’s DESIRE AND PRAYER. 

LL men have their defires: the real Chriftian has his, 
| and ts no lefs folicitous than others, to have them an- 
} fwered. He defires that finners fhould repent and believe the 
gofpel ; that faints fhould grow in love and faiikfulnefs ; that 
Chrift fhould be fatisfiec in feeing of the travail of his foul, 
in the profperity of Zion; and that God fhould be glorified. 
Thefe are things which engage his heart. Butmoft men have 
éefires which particularly refpe& themlelves; fo has the Chrif- 
tian; and this defire is peculiar to him, and ts worthy of par- 
ticular notice. It may be thus exprefled: The pecple of God 
have na defires fo great, and make uo prayers fo fervently, re- 
/peéling themfelves, as this,—that God would rectify their hearts. 
“Create in me a clean heart, O Gad, and renew a right f{pi- 
i rit within me,” The evidence of the truth afferted, will be 
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Yeen and felt by the Chriftian reader, while he attends to the 
following confiderations. 

1. The people of God are deeply impreffed with a fenfe of 
their depravity of heart; for they are fanctified but in part 
in this life ; they have a much greater fenfe of this than others 
can have. Their fenfe of their own wickedne!s and corrup- 
tion is greater than the impenitent finner has, under the mcit 
powerful convictions that he is capable of receiving, though 
not ufually attended with fuch terror and malignity. ‘The 
impenitent do not hate fin, and fee its awful deformity, as the 
Chriftian does; they dread moft of all its fearful conf-quences, 
in the wrath which they apprehend it will bring upon them. 
But Chriftians have a moral fenfe, by which they perceive the 
evil of fin, and its deteftable nature, and cannot but abhor it, 
from a view of its native malignity: it offends their feclings 
in the fame way as filth and uglinefs offend our natura! fenfee; 
and therefore it appears to them hateful in a different fente, 
and toa far greater degree, than it can to any other men. 
They hate every evil and falle way. Belides ; in confequence 
of this fenfe of the deformity of fin, aad the difhonour it cafts 
on God, they have a quick d.fcernment of it, and difcover it 
ina th ~ufand inftances, which mott of mankind account inno- 
€eat things. This deformity they know to be fin, as readily 
as our eyes can diftinguith uglinefs from beauty: by this they 
are fo furnifhed, that they can difcover depravity in them- 
{:lves, in a thoufand inftances in which others would have ne 
idea of guilt. 

They alfo have a fenfe of holinefS ard moral beauty, which 
others have not; and this afiits them more imaiediatély to 
perceive the difference between holinefs and depravity of heart, 
by a kind of fpiritual difcernment, much as we ——— co- 


Jours by our eyes. If fin were feen alone, it would Jofe half 


its deformity ; but believers fz -eing it in contraft with holinefs, 
behold it in a jult light, and it appears exce sedingly finful.— 
And this moral fenfe, by which they more readi by know bo:h 
good and evil, helps them, by ¢ wees contratt, toa quick ¢ifcern- 
ment of fin, wales almoft any d:fsu fe it mavatiume. Th's 


moral fenfe is the anointing ef ink Ho} y Gh ft; and with this 


difcernment and experience, how 1s it poffible bust thar Caste 
tians, imper feet in this life, fhould be fentible of wt, ahd deeply 
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affected with the evil of it? And hence it comes to pafs, that 
while the Pharifee congratulates himfelf before God on his 
goodnefs, the Chriftian fcarce raifes his eyes towards heavens 
{mites on his breaft, and fays, “* God be merciful to mea fin- 
ner :’” or like Job, when he had a glorious manifeftation of 
the holinefs of God, cries out, “ I have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear, but now mine eye feeth thee, wherefore I 
abhor myfelf, and repent in duft and afhes.” 

Further: The people of God are not unwilling to come 
to the light; but they look to God to fearch them, and try 
them: they watch their own hearts with diligence, that they 
may know themfelves ; and hence they continually detect thetr 
depravity working in them “ againft the law of their minds, 
bringing them into fubdjection to the law of fin.” This they 
find is in them at all times, in one fhape or another. Some- 
times they difcover it in an improper regard to the things of 
this world, and in a difficulty to refign all to the divine difpo- 
fal. Sometimes in an unfpiritual and languid frame of mind 
towards God, fo that they cannot be fervent in their devo- 
fions. Sometimes in the eafe by which they fuffer themfelves 
to be furprifed, and led aftray by temptation, to neglect their 
duty and fall into fin. Sometimes by an uncomfortable dul - 
nefs, and a kind of backwardnefs to engage in duty; and this 
they find operates refpe&ting duties towards both God and 
man, and affeSts the devotiens of the fanétuary and the clofet. 
“© When they would do good, evil is prefent with them.” In 
all thefe things, they well know that the blame is not to be 
laid to times and circumftances, but to their own depravity of 
heart, which is the fountain from whieh fuck corrupt ftreams 
flow. So that Chriftians are deeply impreflcd with a fenfe of 
their depravity, which is one thing neceflary to make them 
earneft, that their hearts fhould be rectified. 

2. This remaining depravity of heart is to the people of 
sod their greateft burden. They cannot be indifferent to- 
wards that which appears with fuch hideous deformity as fin, 
and f malicnant in its nature, “They abhor it wherever it 
appears, and are moft feniibly affeéted when they find it in 
themfelves ; and efeciaily becaufe it is always in them, and 
prefents them on everv ferious reflection with the view of fuch 
a conftant offence. Orcher things fometimes appear painful, 
and they may endure fery trials ; but this is a constant burden, 
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and even under other afflictions, the difcoveries of their own 
wickednefs and untraétablenefs, are often the bittereit ingre- 
dient in their cup. This is the cloud that feparates them from 
beholding the glory of God, darkens their profpects, deprives 
them of much fpiritual enjoyment, injures their ufefulnefs, and 
makes them go mourning all the day lung; they know it ts 
this ; they are not ignorant of the gall which gives bitternefs 
to their fouls, They know it ‘is their own fin, and cry,  O 
wretched man that f am ! who fhall deliver me from the body 
of this death ?”” And this alfo is neceffary to render Chriftians 
earneft that their hearts fhould be rectified, viz. that they 
— feel their remaining depravity to be a grievous bur- 
en, 

3. Believers feel fenfible that a deliverance from this bur- 
den would give them the greateft relief of any thing which 
they can contemplate. It would be a relief, if they could be 
delivered from the various afflictions to which they are fub- 
ject, in common with others, in this world; but it would be 
next to heaven itfelf to be delivered from wickednefs of heart. 
This would fo open their lips, that their mouths would fhew 
forth the praifes of their Lord. And: on this account they 
thank God, through Jefus Chrift, that the bleffed deliverance 
is approaching, and that when abfent from the body they fhall 
be prefent with the Lord, and fhall be transformed into his 
image, and be like him when they fee him as he is. ‘The 
Chriftian knows that a clean heart would qualify him to en- 
joy fabbaths, ordinances, providences to enjay God, and en- 
joy himfelf in prayer, and in all duty and intercourfe with his 
Maker and Redeemer. And a fenfe of the relief and enjoy- 
ment it would give, to be delivered from all wickednefs of 
heart, is another thing calculated to render Chriftians earneft, 
that their hearts fhould be fan&ified more and more. 

4. That this is the Chriftian’s preateft defire, refpeCting 
him(elf, may be evident to him, and to his moft intimate ac- 
quaintance, to whom he unbofoms himfelf freely, by remark- 
ing how he ftrives, watches, and ufes the inftituted means of 
grace for thatend. Could we look into the Chriftian’s heart, 
and fee all that paffes there, and what his views are in ufing 
the means of grace, we fhould fee, that as they refpe& him- 
felf, they are to have his heart fanétified, that he may be fur- 
nifhed the better to ferve God and his fellow men: for this 
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he reads, hears, prays and meditates ; calls himfelf to a free 
guent and ftri@ account, and watches his own heart, cut of 
which are the iffues of Ife. 

. The people of God feel their dependence on him to 
cle sail and fanétify their hearts. ‘They are tully fenfidles by 
the word of God and their own experience, that their o' ject 
will never be attained without the fpecial influence of the 
Holy Ghoft, and that it is God who muft work in them both 
to will and to do, They know that their depravity wil] baf- 
fle all their attempts to dettroy it of themfelves ; they have 
Jearned that he who trufteth in his own heart is a fool, aod 
they know where to anply, and whence alone they can receive 
an abundant relief. This is calculated to make them earneft 
in prayer, that God would fanétify their hearts. 

6. And that Chriftians do thus earneftly apply unto God, 
with greater importunity for this, than for any other bleflings 
upon themfelves, muft be evident from the things already no- 
ticed, and confidering attentively the prayers of the people of 
Cs od for themfelves which are recorded in the Bible. The words 
already mentioned, “Create in m= aclean heart,and renewa right 
Ipirit within me,’”’ may be confidered wicateteiate of the numer- 
ous prayers of David on this fubje@&. Our Lord teaches us to 
pray, faying, “Lead usnot into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.’ [t was his own prayer for his difciples, “Sanétify them 
throuzh thy truth.” * And this is the will of God, even our 
fan@tification.” The object of Chrift in coming into the world, 
was “to fave his people from their fins,”’ and this is the pe. 
cial office work of the Holy Ghoft. From all we have confi- 
dered, it appears thatit is, and ought to he, the greateft defire, 
and moft fervent prayer of the people of Ged, ref{pe€ting them- 
felves, that God would reétify their hearts. 

The confiderations we have been led to notice, may im - 
efs this idea upon the attentive reader, that if he has ordi- 
narily any defires refpecting himfelf, greater than deliverance 
from fin, and growth in grace, he is yet a ftranger to real 
chriftanity. Some readers perhaps wel! know, that thev are 
really more anxious for fome temporal concerns—the fupport 
and credit of themfelves and families, than for eminence in 
holinefs, aud the comforts of a pious family ; but alas! they. 
know not what my do. 
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There is another de (cription of people, who are indeed anx-= 
ious to be faved from the wrath to come; they are convinced 
that wrath is infeparably conneéted with continuance in fin, 
and on this account they dread it, and earneftly defire a deli- 
verance from it. But there is a wide difference between this, 
and a direct abhorrence of fin itfelf, as being hateful and odi- 
ous; and the moft their conduct proves, is that they are not 
altogether ftupid in their fins. Let me clofe with an addrefs 
to pious readers. You are ferioufly imprefled with a fenfe ef 
the greatnefs of your depravity; you love holinefs, and long 
and ftrive for perfection in it: nothing refpecting yourfelves 
fo greatly interefts your hearts and calls forth your exertions; 
and becaufe you are fometimes almoft ready to fink under the 
burden of fin, and the {mall proficiency you make in grace, 
Jet me lead you to fome encouraging confiderations.—Confi- 
der what God has already done for you, in giving you this 
moral fenfe, by which you fee the deformity of fin and the 
beauty of holinefs, and in.making fin a burden to you, and 
leading you fo earneftly to defire a “clean heart. This is a great 
mercy; and when you conficer that fo much is already done 
for you, it furnifhes you with much encouragement to confi- 
dence in God ; you have in this tafted that the Lord is good. 
Confider alfo, that your labours for fanétification are not vain, 
but are the neceflary and appointed means of your proficiency 
in holinefs ; and give all diligence to make your ealling and 
ele@ion fure.—Confider further, the covenant engagements 
and faithfulnefs of God.—And finally, be encouraged to work 
out your own falvation, with fear and trembling, by the iup- 
porting confideration, that it is God that worketh in you, 
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576 Memairs of Col. Ts acy, 
(From the Conne&icut Evangelical Magazine. 


MEMOIRS OF COL. FRACY, 


——*§ Trice welcome death ! 

Zhat after many a painful bleeding fiep, | 

Conducts us to exr home, and lands us /afe 

On the long qwife'd fer foore. . 
ure the laf e end 

Of the good man is peace. How calm bis exit /, 

Night-dews fall not more gently to the ground, 

Nor weary worn-out winds expire fo soft. 

Lebold him in ‘the evening tide 7 life, 

—— like the fun fiems larger at st bis faeting f 

High in his faith and hepes, look how he reaches. 

Lifter the prize inview ! and, like a bird 

Lhat’s hamper’d, firuggles hard to get away 

—— — — O+4, bow be longs 

Lo have bis pafsport fign’d and be dijmifs’d! 

°Lis done, and now he’s happy !” Biarr. 





f FEW particulars in the alec tk la and condu@ ok 
the late Col. Tracy of Lifdon, in this ftate, as he drew 
ear che clofe of life, may not be unworthy the attention of 
the public, and probably m: y gratify the pious and devout. 
Appreheniive from the firft of his complaint ihat it would 
prove mortal, he often expredicd a wifh to get well if it might 
be confiftent with the divine wiil: But as he often faid, * [ 
havg no with to alter the divine decrees. If Il know my own 
heart, I don’t wifh to live, uslefs] can live to the g! lory of 
Crod. I delire to grow in his image. Ithink I could be 
ufeful in my family, but God knows what is beft. 1 long to 
be entircly prepa 26 forhis will, I beg for patience. I en 
fire never tocemplain.” In the fame conneéticn he alfo ob- 
ferved, “ I think { have taken great pleafure in trying to fup- 
port the caufe of relig on in fociety, and in my family.. If I love 
any thina, I love religion and gond order, I feel a great deal 
for the riting generation. Ob, that Ged weuld appear for bis 
ewn cauf2.” After his bodily diforaers had reduced oim to 
much that it was thoughr improper for him to attempt going 
to miceting, and he was defied to relinquifh the propofal, he 
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seplied, “ Oh, I love to go to the houfe of God as long as I 
can—I long to fee the people fiocking to Chrift with willing 
minds”—and added a devout afpiration, “ Pity the nations O 
yur God, and conftrain the ubole world to come.—I have a mett 
ardent defire for'a revival of religion in this place.”” The com- 
fort which he drew from the {criptures was very noticeablhk— 
they were indeed to him the words cf eternal life. On return 
ing from a fhort ride a few days before his deceafe, he requeft- 
ed his wife to read to him fome of the glorious works of the 
Redeemer. Having Doddridge’sexpofition of the New-T ef- 
tament by her fide, the afked him if fhe fhould read in thai— 
He replied, “I rather had hear you read the Bible: I waric 
to hear fomething our Saviour did while here on eart! —/ime 
of bis own urerds.’* Shethen read the xviichap. of St. John’s 
gofsel, with which his heart was fenfib'y touched, and he 
obferved, How good is the woid of God! and efp-cially upon 
reading the 20th and a1ft verfes he was greatly m:ved and 
exclaimed, “ How extenfive!’’ Referring to Chrifi’s prayer 
where he fays, Neither pray I for thefe alone, but for them 
alfo which fhall believe on me through their word. The 
thought that Chrift’s prayer extended to all the difciples, even 
to the end of the world, was divin], comf rt'ng to him, 
hoping as be did, to fhare in fome cf the bleffings of this 
prayer himfel/—And then on the 21 ft verfe he cbf-rved, re- 
peating Chrift’s words, “ That they alfo may be one in us.” 
** How condefcending |! how kind! Chrift has done all we 
could defire; there is nothing waiting on his part.’—After 
a diftreffing night a few davs before his death, he obferved 
to his wife,“ My friend, J believe the Lord is about to make 
a very thore work with m—and I defire his will may be 
done ia every refpeét, [am entirely at his difpefal.”” He 
was afk-d whether he wiihed to fee his children; to which 
he confented. But as fome of them lived at a fhort diftance, 
he wifhed to fpeak to his apprentices ; to whom, when called, 
he addreffzd himielf a follows—* There was fomething new, 
tovk place laft nightin my diforder, thac I fuppofe willin a few 
heurs put-anendto my life here—and | hope the Divine 
Spirit will accompany my foul into the world cf glory! IE 
you have not made your peace with God, do not give fleep to 
your eyes, nor flumber to your eye-lds, till you have—do not 
shink by and by will do as well—You muft be engazed to 
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fecure an intereft in Chrift—foon your prebation-feafon will 
ve over; then ail will be fixed forever; there is no poMible al- 
teration after death. I believe religion is of the greateft im- 
portance, Do read the Bible; it is given by divine infpiration. 
You muft pray to God. I have had a great defire for the 
£0 od of your fouls. Do try to make your peace with (sod— 
itis worth every thing to have God for our friend. Seck 
firft an intereft in Chrift, and then you will be happy, both 
iu this world, and the world to come.”? Here he feit fpent, 
and thought he could fay ne more, but afterwards revived, 
and converfed feparately with each of them. Within a week 
preceding his death, it was thought he converfed with 
nearly an hundred perfons, who vilited him fer this purpofe, 
—tHe withed to fee the fociety’s committee for fupplying 
the pulpit, of which he was one. being called, he bepped 
they would fpare no pains in refettling a gofpel minifter in 
the parifh as feon as poflible. He longed to have the worfhip 
ot God maintgrers conitantly, and his word preached pi Se 
intermiffion in its ftated feafons. The good of Zion, and the 
glory of God, filled his heart; nor could he die quietly till 
he had put forth his laft effort to promote them. In conver- 
fing with. large numbers who called upon him, he ufed the 
greate{t freedom, and feemed regardlefs of every thing but 
their eternal welfare. “To almoft every one he put the plain 
gteftion, “ Have you an intereft in Chrift?”” If the perfon 
re plied | in the affirmative, that he hoped he had-——he would re- 
join, “ What are vour grounds for your hope ! ? Do becertain 
—do read the Bible—I know it is given by divine infpira - 
tion.”? He knew that no hope was a fafe one, except it arofe 
from an abfolute poflefiion of a gracious principle i in the héart, 
or that which the ward of God deferibes as a foundation of 
hone. [Uf the perfon whom he addreffed replied doubtingly, and 
faid he did notknow that he had an intereft in Chrift, he would 
ask with furprife, “ Not knew! ! How dare you live fo £ ‘— 
D> make a bufinefs of i-—there is no time to lofe—you have 
an immortal foul, which muft be faved or loft—Oh, do not - 
nealeét cill ic is too Jate—[t ts out of pure regard that I prefs 
the matter fo clof——Oh, how! long for the falvation of your 
fouls, that you mizht know the happinefs of trufting them to 
God, in a faving manner.’’ The pathetic and folemn manner 
in which he exhorted many who appeared rather doubtful, 
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was deeply impreffive, and no feeling mind could remain un- 
affected.— To fome likewife who had fomilies, he would fay, 

«“ Think of your tamilies—call them together morning and 
evening, and read the word of God, and pray for yourfelves 
and hen If you do thisin a hleitle manner, Gad will blefs 
you. You are accountable ‘for the fouls of your children— 
do not negle&t them:—Oh ! I know not how to leave beg- 
ging you to get the one thing needful.” “The fame ardent 
de fire for the good of fouls likewile appeared in his ex- 
hortations ro different charz&ters, and in urging them to their 
refpeStive duties. Tofome whom he believed pious, but 
who lived in the neglect of profeffing Chrift openly, he ad- 
dreffed himfelf as folli: “What ground do you ftand upori— 
come forward and help fupport the caufe of Chritt—I do not 
f1y what church ycu fhall join to; but be eftablithed in your 
own minds, that you join to a true church of Chrift, and be 
not athaitied of this glorious caufe.” He was deeply fenfidle 
how much fin is committed by fome perfons hopefully pious, 

under the cloak of prudence and tendernefs for the glory of 
God, and their own edification. Out of hap mie caution, 
they will often urge as an excufe for neglecting to profefs 
Chrift publicly, that they are not abfolutely certain that they 
are Chriftians, and fear if they fhould nrofefs Chrifl before 
the world, they fhould not ‘be able to live up to their pro- 
fefions. © They will alfo urge the diforderly walk of fome 
profeffors, and a ftate of the church as too corrupt for them 
to join, and the like. Although there may be fome truth in 
all thefe excufes, yet the real faét too often is, that if thofe 
who make them were in a lively ftate of grace, they wenld {ze 
that pofitive certainty of one’s difciplefhip is not, nor ever 
was the gofpel ground of a profeflion—that fears of livin 

fhort of a profeffion, imply dependence on one’s felf, more 
than on Chrift—and that perfect purity in churches, is not to 
bo looked for on this fide the grave, and is not neccflary to 
real ed:fcation in communion: with Chrift. If the saeiqier 
who make thefe excufes were really as tender of the glory of 
God as they pretend, it would feem as if their tendernefs 
would lead them to obey him immediately ; and not invent 
reafons for difobedience, and really difhonor him by fetting 
up their own judgments above his pofitive commands.—T he 
probability is, they are generally much deceived with them- 
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felves, in regard to the grounds of their caution in making a 
profeffion of religion. And knowing his, the dying man, 
with his laft breath wifhed either to bring them to a full com- 
pliance with the commands of Chrift, or give up their hope. 
He therefure proceeded to urge them by faying, “It is of the 
utmoft importance how we conduét—We muft read the 
f{criptures, and beg for divine affiftance to know our duty— 
we mui? be engaged. The fubjeét is not new—TI have felt its 
importance thefe many years: But it is my lait. time with 
you. Ihave but a little time; and | wifh to ferve God, and 
do all the good I can, to the fouls of my friends.” His defire 
for doing good was univerfal. The day before he died, he 
remembered a black boy in the neighborhood, and had him 
called to his bedfide, to give him his laft and dying counfel, 
He converfed with all his brethren and fifters, begging them 
and their children to make hafte and get an intereft in Chrift. 
To his aged parents he exprefled himfelf in the meft kind 
and grateful terms. ‘ My heart is filled with gratitude to 
you for the kind care you took of me when young ; for your 
prayers, and the religious education you gave me.” He feem- 
ed to realize that his parents had been the happy means of 
preparing his foul for the grace of God which he afterwards 
enjoyed, and felt unfpeakable gratitude for their exertion for 
his f{piritual good.—In the fame conneétion of difcourfe, he ob- 
ferved to his father, “ Oh, how often have we took fweet 
counfel togethe:, in walking to the houfe of God in company, 
and enjoying the Sabbath in religious worfhip!*—But now, 
thefe enjoyments are over. O my dear parents! we muft 
part—but I beg you would not mourn, for I fhall be but a 
ftep vefore you in the enjoyments of heaven. We fhall foon 
meet in heaven to partno more.” In taking his leave of his 
wife and children, the fcene was too tender for utterance.— 
After reverting te the conftant care and love he exercifed to- 
wards them, he clofed by faying, “ But now I muft leave 
you !—But [ leave you in the hands of a merciful God; a 


* 11 may be remembered, for the encouragement of pareatal fidelity, 
that Col. Tracy early became pious, in anjwer to the prayers, inftruc- 
tions, and examples of his parents. He was a comfort and joy to them 
sn his life and death. Fle was recerved into the church in the parifh 
af Newent, in Lifbon, and in proce/s of teme elefed Deacen in the [ames 
aad ferved tz this ofice with bis aged father till be died. 






































Memoirs of Col. Tracy. r8t 


kind Parent who will never leave you nor forfake you. O 
put your truft in him, that you may be prepared for death ; 
for that unknown world to which I am haftening. If youare 
careful to get an intereft in Chrift, we fhall foon meet in hea- 
ven to part no more.” He converfed with each of his chil- 
dren prefent, and gave them feverally fuch advice as fuited their 
ages and circumftances, and which flowed from a heart melt- 
ec with parental tendernefs, and the importance cf their falva- 
tion. His frames of mind towards the clofe of life were often 
bright and animating, and fometimes tranfporting. Toa 
Chriftian neighbour he ebferved, “* You fee my fituation, just 
going, and.I am ready and willing. And although I have not 
lived as I ought, I truft that 1 have felt a defire for the glory 
of God. I have longed to be conformed to his will; and now 
he has enabled me to give up all worldly concerns—-my wife, 
my dear children into his hands, and I am entirely at his dif-~ 
pofal. O, you do not know how good the prefence of God isa= 
it is worth every thing elfe: and I am going to enjoy it more 
perfectly, and to be company for holy angels and glorified 
{fpirits. Though unworthy, I cannot think but I fhall enjey 
the prefence of my glorious Redeemer, and fee many of my 
acquaintance and friends, ard praife God throughout an end- 
lefs eternity.”” At times he feemed to anticipate the delights 
of heaven, and realize the expreffion of the apoitle,.“ to rejoice 
with joy unfpeakable and full of glory.” Ona morning juft 
before his deceate, he obferved to his wife, “ O my friend, you 
do not know what I have enjoyed this morning. I had {uch 
a fenfe of the employment of the angels and glorified fpirits, 
that my foul was like a bird in a cage, which longs to fly a- 
way, and be at perfeét liberty. It is worth more than all this 
world. I fhail not ftay here long, for my foul is fo filled with 
heavenly joy, that this poor emaciated body cannot long con- 
tain it. Pray for me, that I may have patience until the breath 
leaves mv body.”” Expreffions of a fimilar kind fell from bim 
at different times till he was too weak to articulate any thing 
audibly.—And on the rgth of March, 1803, he died, and we 
truft was received to the full enjoyment of the inheritance of 
the faints in light. 

Perhaps it cannot more truly faid of any one, than of thi¢ 
geod man, that his general deportment was an happy prelude 
te fuch adeath. In his temper he was naturally mild and pleas 
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fant, and difpofed to promote the felicity of all around him, 
As a child, a father, a hufband, a friend and citizen, he acted 
with fi. gular propriety, and as a Chriftian was highly efteem- 
ed. Without the advantages of a public education, he well 
deferved, and he received the public conf&dence and iefpe@ in 
the offices to which he was invitec—both in a civil ard mili- 
tary line. But in no character did he fo uniformly fh ne as 
that of an humble Chriftian. He felt the power of rel.giom, 
and manifefted it tn his daily converfation and on the Sabbath. 

H. read the Scriptures daily, and delighted in drawirg near to 
God in family prayer. The Sabbath was a day with him fa- 
credly devoted to the ordinancces of the far.€tuary—medita- 
tion, prayer and pra.fz, and the inft;uétion of his children and 





a a i eS a 


———————————— ee SSS—<“‘ rr -_ 
ee 


—— eee 
a. 
—— a » 

> ~ er ~—s2> = 


fervants. He was always wounded by that wegleét of the du- 
ties of holy time, aud lovfe cony e:fation about worldly bufi- 
B. nefs upon the Sabbach, in which many profeflors indulge 
i themfelves and their familics. He had a tendernefs of confci- 
A ia ence about every thing in which the glory of God was con- 
. | cerned, and appeared really to meke it an obje& to walk by 
! the word of God. Such a life being the life of the righteous, 
naturally led to a happy death. And who would not wifh to 
die a death like him? Who would not wifh to anticipate the 
joys of heaven fo ftrong!ly as to foar above the terrors of death? 
Reader, while you confi fs the infinite fitnefs of fuch a life and 
happinefs of fuch a life and death, what docs confcience tefti- 
fy concerning your practice? Be fo faithful as to bring the 
{fubje& home to your own heart, and fee whether you have 
chofen God for your portion ; and if not, confider the madnefs 
of living fo as to arm confcience with eternal flings! But if 
you have delightfully engaged in fuch a life, be animated with 
the profpect that, at the moment when all things below fhall 
appear lefs than nothing and vanity, compared with eternity, 
you may be filied with ‘unutterable j joy. 
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q EXTRACTS 


FROM THE ASSEMBLY’S PASTORAL LETTER. 

Curisrian BRETHREN, 

TNITED to you in the bonds of love, and of Chriit, we 
U feel our common Lord. Afiembled, by the good pro - 
viuence of God, in the fupreme judicatory of the church, we 
feel the duty impofed upon us, as the guardians of the peace, 
order and purity of the body of Chrift, of addrefling you ois 
the great {ubject of our common falvation. 

Dear brethren, we ftill have caufe of mutual congra- 
tulation and joy, on account of the increaling profperity of 
Zion inthefe lands, which, not long fince, were fo dry and 
barren. “Lhey are, in many places, watered with the abun- 
dant dews of Heaven; and righteoufnefs bas run down the 
itreets of our Jerufalem like a mighty ftream. God has ap- 
peared to revive his caufe in the years of great declen- 
fion, and in the midit of deferved wrath, he has remem- 
bered mercy. Jn many parts of our church, Ged has pour- 
ed out a fpirit of prayer upon his people, and has been graci- 
eufly pleafed to anfwer their pravers, by a copious effufion 
of his blefied fpirit. The boldnefs of infidelity and the prof- 
ligacy of impiety have been greatly reprefled ; and though 
t here and there we ftill behold its violent ftrugzies exerted 
azainit the Saviour, they appear to be only the convullive 
ftruggles of defpair. The truths of falvation are gradually 
acquiring a decided afcendency in all parts of our jand; and 
in many, they are gradually coming home to the hearts ofmen 

ith uncommon evidence and power. 

for more particular information on thefe fubje&ts, we refer 
you, brethren, to that fummary of the ftate of religion within 
the bounds of the General Aflembly, which accompanies this 
fetter. You will there perceive, however, that amidft fo 
many {ubjects of gratitude and praife to Almighty God, for 
the riches of his grace, difplayed in the revivals of the {pirit of 
religion in various portions of our church, we have alfo fome 
caules of dcep affliction and regret mingled with them. Hu- 
man trailty is apt to mar and disfigure, in fome degree, what 
ever it touches; and the great adverfary of fouls and of Chrift, 
taking advantage of the paffions of convinced finners, of the 
hypocvify of deccivers, aud of the lmpeisections even of the 
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beft of men, fets hinlelf, of en too eff. Aually, to tarnifh the 
beauty and glory of the work of Gud. 

With regret have we heard of certain extravegancies 
in the exercifes and avitations of many perfous, who, in this 
work, otherwife fo vefirable, have once been the fubjects of 
ftrong religious impreffions, Tiiat the fudden biaze of di- 
Vine truth upona mind hitherto covered with thick darknefs § 
that a deep convidtion of guilt, and fenfe of the wrath of God 
againft an offending worm of duft; efpecially when thefe 
apprehenfions are raifed to the high: ft pitch by the power of 
fympathy, and the panic excited by the emotions of a vaft af- 
fembly, fhould often produce ftrong bedily affeCtions, is not 
furprifing to thofe who are acquainted with the human cecon- 
omy. That the tranfports of a mind fuddenly brought out of 
darknefs into God’s marvellous light, fuddenly raifed from 
the horders of defpair to the extafies of religious hope and joy, 
fhould be accompanied witha fimilar influence on the nervous 
{yftem, is not incredible. 

The preceding are not pretended to be affigned as the cer- 
tain or the fole reafons, of many extraordinary appearances in 
fome of our fouthern churches. It is fufficient to anfwer the 
views of the Affembly to fhew that fuch caufes are adequate 
te the produétion of the higheft effeéts, of this kind, in order 
to preferve them from the unjuft imputation of a fanatical, 
or demoniacal influence. But, when bodily agitations, which, 
i in moft inftances, difturb the ferious, fober, and rational ex- 
ercifes of the mind, inftead of being foothed and reftrained 
within the bounds of decency, are encouraged and excited by 
thofe who lead the worfhip, and fome who join in it; they 
very eafily run into excefles highly reproachful to religion.— 
When they go into antic geftures, ridiculous contortions, to 
movements of apparent levity, and contrary to propriety and 
religious order, and which refemble the effects of delirium, of 
of a {pirit very different from the fpirit cf the gofpel ; thefe are 
the evidences of a wild enthufiafm, whofe extravacancies are 
infinitely various, and unaccountable. When each perfon 
has 2 pfalm, a prayer, a triumphant exultation, in the public | 
worfhip of Gad, is not this the very evil which once took 
place in the Corinthian Church, which the Apoftle feverely 
reproves, fiving, Ged is nota Ged of cenfufion, but of order % 
In genuinc and rational religion, however high and fervent 
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inay be.its affections, the /piri's of the prophets are Jubjed? to 
the prophets. And if fo, furely this power is ftill more ne- 
ceflary for the fake of order,.in every ordinary chriftian. 

We ftrongly bear our teftimony againft thofe perfons who 
pretend to immediate impulfes, and revelations from heaven; 
thofe divine communications which were given enly to the 
Prophets, and Apoftles, who were appointed by God to re- 
veal to mankind the way of eternal life. When men prefume 
that the Holy Spirit, contrary to the eftablifhed order of Pro- 
vidence, interferes by particular impulfe to dire&t them in all 
the common affairs of life; when they deem themfelves to be 
impelled by him, te particular acts, or particular religious 
exercifes, contrary to the eftablifhed order of the gofpel, and 
the obvious duties of the moment; when, finally, they pre- 
tend to miraculous powers, or prophetic influences, and the 
foretelling of future events; all thefe are evidences of a wild 
enthufiaftic f{pirit, and tend, eventually, to deftroy the autho- 
rity of the word of God as the fole rule of faith and praétice. 
Ecclefiaftical hiftory furnifhes us with many examples of fuch 
enthufiaftie impulfes, following great revivals of religions 
which have ever been ftrongly and uniformly condemned by 
the voice of the whole church, as in the cafe of the French 
prophets, the fanatics of Munfter, and we may add, the fana- 
tical Jews who fprung up in fuch numbers, and perfevered 
with fuch obftinacy, even while the difafters of their city and 
their temple, were daily refuting their predictions. And it 
will bea fubje& of fincere lamentation to us, if any minifters 
in our communion fhould unhappily be found to encourage 
fuch great evils, But we hope better things of yeu though 
we thus {peak. : 

Dear brethren, and fellow labourers in the gofpel of our 
commen Lord, ftudy to prevent excefles fo difhonorable and 
contrary to the beautiful order of the church of Chrift, or 
zealouily endeavour to reprefs them, wherever they begin to 
appear. Ina great and general inflammation of the human 
mind, we ought not to be aftonifhed if thefe fervors, operating 
fometimes on weaknefs, fometimes on enthfiaftic temperament, 
Should impel a few men to very confiderable errors and ex- 
cefles. Such have happened in every revival of religon, and 
even in every great political commotion ; and fuch efpeciallv 
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happened ia various inftances in the memorable and glerious 
reformation ef the chriftian church from the fpiritual thraldorn 
and the errors of Popery. By common concert and counfel, 
endeavour to reftrain every irregularity in the worfhip of 
God at its very commencement. Dyforders of an enthufiaf- 
tic fpirit may often be checked in the beginning with facility, 
which when fuffered to progrefs, come at length to overleap 
all che Larciers of authority, and bu: # through al! the bounds 


of order and decency. Solemniv bear in mind, brethren, 
? 

how mach the great head of the chur sas committed his 

glory, and the glory of his holy caufe in the world, to your 


a and your faithiulneis, to your prudence as well as your 
zeal. 3 

And now fellow chriftians, of every order and condition 
in life, we intreat you earneflly to co- operate with the pub- 
lic fervants of Chrift in promoting the glory and extenfion 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Faithfully improve the precious 
feafon of divine grace which God is now beftowing cn his 
churches, 

By your prayers draw down the bleffing of heaven on your 
families, on the church, on your country, on the world. God 
will appear for his people with a great falvation ; but for all 
thefe things will he be enquired of by the houfe of Ifrael todo 
itfer them. Let your prayers for the profperity of Zion 
continually afcend in fecret to the throne of grace. Promote 
and encourage affemblies for focial prayer. For Ferufalem’s 
fake refi not. for Zion’s fake hold not your peace. Whenever 
God has appeared in any fignal difplay of his mercy to the 
church, he has ufually in the firft place, poured out onthe houfe 
of David, ard the inhabitants of “ferufalem, a fpirit of grace 
and fupplication — That we may continue to wait at his foot- 
ftoo), he condefcends to beftow his fpecial and extraordina- 
ry grace in anfwer to the prayers which he himfelf has in- 
{pired. 

Parents, trainup your children in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord. Your houfes fhou!d be temples of the liv- 
ing God, in which fhould afcend to his mercy-feat the conti - 
nual incenfe of your daily facrifices, Pious parents can moft 
eff:Ctually preach to the hearts of their children by their pre- 
cepts, and their holy example. Your inftruétions will beft 
prepare them to receive benefit from the public erdinances of 
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seligion. And Oh! can yoa fee thefe deareft portions of 
yourfelves ready to perifh without earneftly reaching forth a 
hand to pluck them as brands from the burning! 

Children obey your parents in the Lord, You are the fu- 
ture hepe of the church and of the world. Your early piety 
will be your glory and your happinefs. And remember that 
fhortly the glory of your Creator and Redeemer,'in the world, 
will reft with you. 

Beloved brethren! Chriftians of every clafs, Pe ye fedfalt 
and immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. A’®» 
dorn the doéirine of God your Saviour by the purity, the 
fimplicity and fanctity of your lives, that the enemies of the 
crofs may have no occafion to blafpheme the mafter by whofe 
name you are called. Let God witnefs the humility of your 
{pirit, the fincerity and fervor of your devotion.—Let the 
world witnefs your minifterial charity and love, that others 
feeing your good works, may glorify your Father in heaven. We 
pray, dear brethren, that God may ever have you in his ho- 
ly keeping. And now to him that is able to keep you from fall- 
ing, and to prefent you faultlefs before the throne of bis glory, 
with exceeding joy; to the only wife God our Saviour, be glory, 
majelty, dominion and pawer, both now and ever. Amen. 


Jude 24, 25. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
(From the Minutes of the General Affembly.) 
RESOLVED, That this Affembly will, on Tuefday next, 


enter into a free converfation on the general ftate of reli- 
gion, within their limits. 

Refalved, That Dr. Smith Dr. Hall and the Rev. James 
Hughes be a committee to take notes of the information which 
may be given on this fubject; to form the fame into a gene- 
ral and connected report, and lay it before the Affembly. 

The Affembly proceeded, agreeably to the orer of the day, 
to a free converfation on the genera! ftate of religion, within 
the bounds of the General Aifzmbly. 
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The members being called, in the order of the roll, gave 
fuch information on this fubjeét, as their local fituation enabled 
them togive. Accounts were received from moft of the Pref- 
byteries under the care of the General Affembly; andthe dele - 
gates from the General Affociation of Connecticut, commu- 
nicated fome interefting information, refpecting the appear - 
ances of Religion in that ftate. 

The committee appointed to draw up, and prefent to this 
houfe, a fummary of the information received by the Affembly, 
during the free converfation on the general ftate of religion, 
exhibited their report. 

The report being read and amended was adopted as fol - 
ows. 

ALTHOUGH every fincere chriftian muft lament that 
inattention to the ordinances of religion, and the fmal] impref- 
fion which its facred truths make on the hearts of men, which 
are vifible in many and extenfive portions of our country; yet, 
the Aflembly have heard, with the higheft fatisfa€tion, of the 
prevalence, and increafing influence of vital and practical 

odlinefs throughout the greater part of the Prefbyteries 
which compofe our body. Within thole wide diftriéts, towards 
the fouth and weft, from which the laft Aflembly heard, with 
fo much pleafure, the glad tidings of the great falvation ma- 
nifefted there; the power of religion appears ftill to prevail, 
with little abatement. And although through the fubtlety of 
the adverfary of fouls, amd the influence of human frailty, fome 
errors, extravagancies, and inftances of reproachful behaviour, 
have taken place, which the Affembly do fincerely regret, 
and moft unequivocally difapprove and condemn; yet are 
they happy to learn, and it is a facred duty, which they owe 
to the churches, to announce, that, notwithftanding the malig- 
nity with which the enemies of religion have ftudied tomifrepre- 
fent, and rejoiced to exaggerate thefe undefirable events, they 
are chiefly confined to ene diftriét of no great extent ; and 
they are certainly very rare, confidering the immenfe region, 
through which this work has prevailed, and the vaft variety 
of characters who have been its fubjects. 

The Affembly, moreover, have the unfpeakable fatisfaction 
to announce, that theextraordinary influences of the DivineS pi- 
rit have, fince che laft year, been fpread over new and very 
extenfive countries, {till farther to the fouth and weft. Te 
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the north- weft and north, from the river Obio to the Lakes, 
a vaft region which, a few years ago, was an uninhabited 
wildernefs, new churches are forming’ with aftonifhing rapi¢- 
ity: and the Spirit of God feems to be remarkably poured 
out, and toaccompany the word, and ordinances:of the gofpels 
with the moft folemn and affe&ting impreflions..°. es... 

The fame fpirit appears to prevail through a large portion 
of the Synod of New York and New Jerfey, and the Synod of 
Albany. © Its effeéts, though more filent, feem to be ndt lefs 
deep, nor confoling to the friends of true religion. Sinners 
are convinced, and fince believers comforted, and eftablifhed 
in the faith and hope of the gofpel. “Trophies are continually 
raifed te the grace of the Redeemer; and numbers are almott 
daily added to the church, of fuch, we truft, as fhall be faved. 
In the churches in which thefe.extraordinary influences of 
the Divine Spirit are not fo confpicious, the power, and the 
falutary effects of the ordinances.of the gofpel, feem, not - 
withftanding, to be vifibly progrefling. ‘That inattention to 
the things of religion; that neglect of its inftitutions ; that 
tendency to infidelity, or to fcepticifm in principle, and to 
diffolutenefs of manners, which a few. years fince, the truly 
pious had fo much reafon to deplore, are, in moft places, evi- 
dently arrefted; and the tide of public fentiment is happily be- 
gun to flow in acontrary direction. Places of divine wor- 
fhip are, in general, more frequented ; the inftitutions of re- 
ligion are held in bigher honor, and attended with greater fo- 
lemnity, and apparent devotion.—The like agreeable tidings 
have been received from our aflociated brethren of the eaft- 
ern churches, who are dwelling together in peace and in the 
unity and faith of the bleffled gofpel. 

The Affembly have likewife heard, with uncommon fatis - 
faction, of the increafing number of focieties for the purpofe 
of prayer, and for the promotion of piety and good morals. — 
It is the ordinary courfe of divine providence, that, when God 
defigns to pour out his foirit in a remarkable manner on his 
churches; and to inereafe and extend the imfluence of true re- 
ligion; he farft awakens among his own people a fpirit of 
prayer, and of fervent fupplication at the throne of grace, for 
this blefling. And the Affembly do earneftly recommend ic 
to all whe love the appearing of the great Ged, even our Sa- 
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viour J:fus Chrift, to meet often together; te ir ove anciker 
up te love and good works, and to wreftle in prayer with God, 
like the faints of old, for the profperity of Zion, till the righ- 
teousne/s thereof go forth as brightne/i, and the falvation thereof 


as a lamp that burneth. 
Tt is, moreover, no {mall ground of eonfolation, to obferve 


the pious difpofition manifefted, and the increafing efforts 
which are made, more effe€tually to extend the knowledge of 
the way of ialvation to the unhappy and enflaved blacks in 
our country ; and to fend the ineftimable bieflings of the gof- 
pel, along with the improvements of civilization, to the hea - 
then and favage tribes in our vicinity ; to fave thefe wretched 
people from utter extermination ; and to raife up from the 
remnants of fo many deftrudctive wars, the feeds of future and 
great nations, who fhall enlarge the kingdom of the Redeem- 
er. The reports of the Affembly’s miffionaries in the Che - 
rokee, and Catawba nations, have rendered the profpedts of in- 
troducing among them, letters and civilization,the arts of peace 
and the precious light ef the gofpel, more promiling than, at 
any period, they have ever been. 


Finally, the Affembly, retoicing themfelves in the grace 
of the Great Head of the Church, have again the happinefs 
to offer to the churches under their care, increafing caufe of 
thanksgiving, and praife, to the God of all mercy and truth. 
And, they intreat the co-operation of their prayers, and their 
charity, for the promotion of the Redeemer’s glory, and the 
falvation of precious and immortal fauls.—And now, to God 
Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who hath given us 
this reafon to rejoice, be glory and honor, world without 


end. Amen. 


erercrrr yO horrrer 


TWO interefting papers relative to Mifionary concerns 
among the Indians, were read before the Affembly ; the one 
a letter, dated April 12th, 1804, from the Rev. Gideon 
Blackburn, the other a report to the Synod of the Carolinas, 
by the Rev. Mr. Davis. Mr. Blackburn was appointed, the 
Jaft year, by the Affembly to aé& as a Miffionary for twa 
months among the Cherokee nation of Indians. ‘T his miffon 
he filled with great diligence, zeal and judgment. Fis ar- 
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dour to premote the gofpel induced him to {pend three inftead 
of two months among this Indian nation, ‘The éefign 
of Mr. Blackburn’s miffion was, not fo much to preach the 
gofpel regularly to them, as to conciliate their efteem and 
affection, and to eftablifh a fchool for the inftruction of their 
children. This was judged to be the beft method for pre- 
paring them for the regular preaching of the gofpel. | 
The fuccefs of Mr. Blackburn’s miffion was highly encou- 
raging. He was received very cordially, and permitted by 
the Indians to eftablifh a fchoel, to which they fend their 
children. On the firft day {February 21ft) there came, 
fays Mr. Blackburn, 11 fcholars ; om the 8th of Viarch there 
were 16; the 27th there were 20.5 and feveral more are ex- 
pected in a few days, as foon as I can get cloathing ready for 
them. The children behave paft expectation; and I am per- 
fuaded, by adifcipline well balanced, by inducements and well 
timed authority, they can be kept in as good order as any 
f{chool on the continent. Their progrefs is very remarkable: 
The firft day feveral of them could diftin€&iy pronounce half 
of the alphabet. By the 8th of March ail of them could fay 
their letters backward and forward, and could know them 
wherever they could fee them; and three could fay their abs. 
They continue their progrefs, and I flatter myfelf that their 
proficiency will exceed the moft fanguine expectations.” 
Since the eftablifhment of this {chool, Mr. Blackburn has 
received avery earneft requeft from the principal chiefs of the 
low diftri& of the nation to eftablifh a fchool among them. 
The fpirit, the zeal, the ardour, the diligence of Mir; Black- 
burn ftri€ly appears in this letter: “I have & 
months,” fays he, “in clofe fervice to the in? 
numberlefs attentions I am obliged te pav 
intereft I feel in carrying this bufivr” 
cure my exertions, fhould 1 ye. 
from any perfon oncarth. Shor 
require the continuance of mv 
ble means to forward the de” .- 


my credit and Kafpinefs Les 1 
mi my power. I have. pledge’ 


Property is at flake 9, the iF 
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Larger extraéts from this very interefting letter would be 
Riven were it not foe the intention of the Committee of 
iflions to publifh it, in conneétion with a narrative of the 
ftate of religion in various parts of the world without the 
limits of the Affembly’s fuperintendence and jurifdiGtion.— 
‘The greater part of this narrative was read betore the aflem- 
bly, and received their approbation, | Accompanied with the 
#ffembly’s narrative, it will form a fmall pamphlet ; which 
will prefent to the reader an interefting view of the ftate of 
religion, fo far as relates to revivals and Miffionary efforts, 
throughout the world. By this publication the Committee 
hope at once to edify thofe who read it, and, by the fale of it, 
to increafe their ability for carrying on the very important 
concerns of Miffions. ‘Fhofe who delire to aid their exertions, 
will do wellto procure this pamphlet both for their own pro- 
fit, and for the advancement of religion. ©The Committee, 
it is expected, will take meafures for circulating the pam- 
phlet as extenfively as they can. 

Mr. Davis was appointed iaft year by the Synod ef the Caroli- 
nas, a Miffionary to Indian tribes bordering upon their limits. 
‘The Committee appointed to form this appendix, regret that 
they have not the report of Mr. Davis in their hands, and 
have to rely upon their recolleétion for particulars. This 
Miffionary was cordially received by the Indians. He fpent 
among them two or three months, during which time he cf- 
tablifhed a fchool confifting of 25 Indian children. ‘This re- 
port was highly interefting. Itaforded great encouragement 
to hope that fuccefs will attend miffionary labours among thofe 
tribes. 

On the whole, it appears that it has pleafed God to open a 
door for much ufulnefs among the Indian tribes berdering 
upon our ceuntiy. Chriftians have reafon to rejoice in the 
profpect, that, by efforts, vigorous and well conducted, thefe 
miferable fonsof Adam may be delivered from a ftate of bar- 


#® Jparity and heathenifm, and broughtinto a ftate of civilization 


afd religion. The profpect » more encouraging and flatter- 
ing than it has been at any paft tye. God has done enough 
to convince-us that the work of Cwiliging and evangelizing 
the Indian trittes ds not impofible, bur practicable. What 
beart that loves the Lord Jefus and the fouls of men will not 
sejoiec? Shall the golden cpportunity be {uffered to pafs a- 
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way unimproved? Forbid it gracious God! Chriftians, em- 
brace, improve it. Let the rich contribute of out their abun- 
dance pecuniary aid; let the minifters; who can devote them- 
felves to this fervice, do it; let all fend up their fervent cries 
to heaven for help; and we may foen behold our red brethren 
fitting with us around the fame table, and meeting with us to 
worfhip the fame divine Saviour. 


[From the. Conneticut Evangelical Magazine. } 


Extras of a letter from the Rev. Seth Willifion, one of the Con- 
necticut Miffionaries, dated Willing sborough, Penn. Jan. 24th, 
1803, to ene of the Editors. | } 


Rev. and dear Sir,’ - 


“ | HAVE almoft finifhed a miffion of ‘eleven weeks, in 
the counties of Luzerne and Wayne. The tego part of 
the time I have been permitted only to fow the feed, and leave 
it without knowing whether it would come up: But the laft 


part of my miffion has been more evidently. owned and blef- 


fed of (Gen; and to his name be the glory. I came to a fet- 
tlement called the Nine Partners, in Nicholfon’s Townthip, 
five weeks ago to-day, intending to preach a lecture or two, 
and them pafs on. But God determined otherwife. I came 
here *‘ at fupper-time.”” The firft text I preached upon was 
I Pet. i, 12, concerning the gofpel’s being preached with the 
Holy Ghoft, fent down from heaven. ‘This feafon feemed 
to be anilluftration of the text. This was Monday evening: 
they urged me to ftay through the week. I agreed to ftay 
and preach again the next day. I now agreed to ftay over 
the Sabbath. The Sabbath was a remarkably foleminday. 1 
believe God was in the midft of the affembly, of atruth. The 
fermon in the afternoon was concerning the folly and wick- 
ednefs of men’s not improving the little fpace of life to repent 
of their fins, make their peace with God and prepare for hea- 
ven. Sabbath evening we had about as full a meeting as in 
the day time, though there was no moon to make it light. 
The next day I bade them farewel, and rode this week down 


she Wyalufing Creek. I fpenta little more than two weeks 
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The people at the Nine Partners 
lay fo much on my mind, that I concluded to return and fee 
them again. I returned to them a week ago laft Friday. f 
found that the work of God had {pread‘during my abfence. 


194 
up and down the Creek. 


From that time till to-day 1 have been with them. They 
have not feemed to think it a burthen to attend fermons day 
after day, and conferences in the evening.  Yefterday, there 
were 170 people at meeting, which is a great number for 
fuch a fettlement.. Several have obtained a hope of their in- 
tereft in Chrift. Among thefe there is one man who was 
firft a univerfalift, and then a deift and an open {coffer at re- 
ligion. God faw fit to. make ufe of his own wickednefs to 
awaken him. The Sabbath before T° came there, brother 
‘Woodward adminiftered the Lord’s fupper to he little church, 
which confifts of eight members, and this mau made game of 
it, and endeavoured to turn into ridicule this holy ordinance. 
But che grace of our Lord has been exceeding abundant to- 
wards him. It appears, that for this caufe he has obtained 
mercy, that in him firft Jefus Chrift might fhew forth all 
Jong-fuffering for a pattern to others. | The great alteration 
which has taken place in this man, has appeared to be a great 


‘mean in the hand of the Spirit to awaken the attention of o- 


ther ftupid finners. He now declares, that the contemptuous 
Janguage which he ufed with refpect to the facrament was. 
made ufe of to awaken his fears. Thus was Goliah flain by 
his own fword. There is another man, who has been an o- 
pen deift, whofe mouth is ftopped. He believes that Jefus 
is the Son of God, and hopes he loves him. ‘There is a con- 
fiderable number in the fettlement, whofe attention is much 
called up to things of the greateft importance, and fome are 
under deep concern and conviction. ‘They appear fully,con- 
vinced they have never done anything but fin againft God ail 
their days. Some of them alfo.fee clearly that all they are 
now engaged about is to fecure their own happinefs. The 
dorines of grace are believed, and apparently loved by thofe 
who have obtained a hope—they are believed and hated by 
thof: under lecal conviction. The old profeffors appear to 
have been, in fome meafure, waitiag for this confolatien to 
Ifrael. ‘They rejoice in what they feem-they are aftonifhed 
at the goodnefs of God. It exceeds their hopes. “The work 
has been very rapid, and is yet increaling ; and at the fame 
tinve very ftilland orderly. There is an unbeunded defire te 
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hear— The word of the Lord is precious in thefe days.” 
They thank God for his marvellous grace ; and they exprefs 
their thankfulnefs to the miffionary focieties, and all who 
have been inftrumental in fending labourers into their harveft, 

“We afk your prayers and the prayers of our chriftian 
brethren in Conneéticut, that thefe hopeful beginnings may 
iffue in a glorious harveft in thefe deftitute fettlements.— 


Pray for your unworthy and obliged friend and brother, 
SETH WILLISTON. 


«<P, S. Since the date of this letter, I have feen a mare 
from the Nine Partners fettlement, who mentions to me fe- 
veral new inftances of awakening. He alfo tells me of feveral 
families, where the morning and evening facrifice has, with- 
in a few days, been intreduced.” 


_ (NAS 








[ From the London Evangelical Magazine. } 


The Chriftian world will derive great fatisfaétion from the 
perufal of a letter from Mr. Gerrike to a relation;in which 
he gives an account of the joyful reception of the gofpel, 
by WHOLE VILLAGES of Heathen. Mr. Gerrike is a 
Miffionary employed in the Eaft-Indies, by the Society for 
promoting Chriftian Knowledge. Hefucceeds the late ex- 
cellent Mr. Schwartz; and appears to poflefs the fame Mil- 


fionary Spirit. 


Extra& of a letter from Mr. Gerrike to a relation. 


Vaparry, Fune 18, 1303. 
SIR, 


I WBOTE to you laft from Seringapatam ; finee that time 

_L have experienced great hardfhips, and alfo fingular mer- 
cies. When, in my journey, I came near to the extremity of 
the peninfulas, I found whole villages waiting anxioufly for 
my coming, to be further inftructed and baptized.—They 
had got acquainted with our native prieft in thatcountry, and 
the Catechifts and Chriftians ; and had learned from them the 
catechifm; which thofe who could write copied, to learn it 
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YF Bxtraf of a letter from a perfon in Weft - Rutland, Vermont, 
: to a friend in Conneticut, dated September 2 5th, 1803. 
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Rie «© THE awakening here we hope is not at an end yet; 
rere © but there is not that vifible engagednefs which there has been. 
to a We have conftant additions to the church. More than 100 
sag ie have jained this year. In Dorfet there has been great atten - 
©- | tion the fummer paft. In Benfon there is a great work now 
going on. A neighbor of mine, who was there the laft week, 
fays there appears not to be a carelefs perfon in the town. | 
am informed that about four menths ago they had a town 
meeting, and appointed a committee to defire their minifterte 
leave the town. Very foon after this, the Lord’s hand was 
viltbly among them. 

“ At Caftleton, there is a promifing beginning. Num- 
bers are under deep impreffions, and fome have obtained 


hopes.”” 
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ExtraG of a letter from a perfon at Dorfet, dated Of. 20, 1803, 
to a Clergyman in Conneticut. | 





“TT is now about a year fince there firft appeared 
an unufual attention to things of religion in this place. But 
mothing very extraordinary took place ’tll Jaft fpring, when 
a folemnity, awful as judgment, feized the minds of almoft all 
clafles of people in the fociety. Since that time we have 
witnefled a fcene truly aftonifhing and glorious! The mighty 
Redeemer has rode forth conquering and to conquer. Al- 
mighty power and grace have been glorioufly triumphant. 
: Sucha day I never before witneffed. The friends of Jefus 
aL have been all life and engagednefs. Through the moft bufy 
feafon of the year, they have pretty uniformly attended a reli- 
gious meeting every dayinthe week. Their hearts and their 
mouths have been full. To them indeed it has been a re- 
markably refrefhing time. The work has been diftinguifh- 
ingly ftill and regular. Nothing that an enemy could call 
enthutiaftic. has appeared. Perfons of almoft everyage have 
been fubjects of the work; but the principal harveft has been 
from among the youth, Inne family, fix young perfons 
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have been hopefully fnatched from the power of Satan and u- 
nited to Chrift. Forty-three have been added to our com- 
munion—twenty-fix are propounded ; and there are not lefs 
than fixty who have manifefted hopes, but have not come for- 
ward, There is a marvelous work in Benfon, 40 miles north 
of this, and in feveral towns 1n that vicinity. Alfo in San- 
gate—and fome hopeful beginnings in Rupert, Manchefter, 
Winhall &c. Thefe things will no doubt gladden your heart. 
We much need your prayers that God would not take from us 


his holy fpirit.”’ 
(EY RE SURE TT OE OE SRT RTL TSS 
(From the ConueBicut Evangelical Magazine.) 


DIRECTIONS TO A FRIEND, 
How to distinguifh betwixt true and falfe Doétrines in Religion. 


My pEAR FRIEND, 
OU have repeatedly told me in private converfation, 
that your miad is greatly perplexed and ftumbled, on 
account of the numerous different fentiments and perfuafions 
found amongft the profeffors of Chriftianity. You are very 
anxious to know, what fyftem of doétrines amongft them all 
is genuine, and if embraced will lead to falvation. I feel very 
defirous of giving your mind relief on this interefting fubjeét. 
But in attempting this, I fhall cautioufly avoid giving the 
preference of ene denomination of Chriftians to another. 

It is undoubtedly true that the children of God, through 
the great imperfections which attend this prefent ftate, differ 
in regard to forms and modes of worfhip, and in things which 
may be called the nen-effentials of religion, while they agree ia 
the weightier matters. Nay, we may be affured that all fin- 
eere Chriftians do harmonize, in thofe truths which are effen- 
tial to falvation. When two perfons or parties differ widely 
in thefe, one or the other muft be fatally erroneous ! 

That you may difcern betwixt truth and error, in things 
which concern your falvation, you muft get fome of the lead- 
ing fentiments contained in the Bible fixed in your mind, with 
which to compare what you hear or read. Afk you what are 
thofe leading {entiments? I anfwer, fome of them are the fel- 


lowing, viz. 
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That mankind are by nature, wholly deftitute of any thing 
morally goed—And though they are impotent, yet their im- 
potency being of the moral kind; or confifting chiefly of op- 
pofition of their wills to God, renders them altogether crimi- 
nal and inexcufable, for continuing in their difobedience te 
the gofpel. That God therefore “ commandeth all men every 
avhere to repent, and to believe in Christ.” And as no one will 
obey this comamd while he retains his love of wickednefs, it 
is an act of fovereign grace in God, to convert finners, and to 
difpofe them to embrace the offers of falvation, made to them 
in the gofpel of Chrift. 

One leading fentiment of the Bible is, that the way in which 
God faves finners, tends to exalt the Godhead, as the Alpha 
and Omega of their falvation, and to humble their pride, to 
{trip them of their felf-righteoufnefs—to cure them of their 
vain boafting—and to drive them from every ftrong hold and 
refuge of lies, to Chrift, the only ark of fafety. 


The genuine f{cripture fentiments tend alfo, to produce a 
benevolent temper—holinefs—love—-godly forrow for fin— 
faith—humility—a prayerful, humble, circumfpect, felf-deny- 
ing practice—a weanednefs from the vices, vanities, and fin- 
ful pleafures of this vain world. ‘They lead people to prize 
Chrift and the riches.of his grace, as the pearl of great price—. 
to lay up a treafure in heaven, and to be willing to part with 
all their friends and poflefions, yea and their own lives, for 
his fake. 

The true gofpel fentiments when cordially embraced and 
practifed, reconcile finners to the charaéter of God—to his 
holy precepts, and to all thofe great myfteries contained in his 
word, or in his providential difpenfations. They difpofe.them 
to renounce their idols, and to choefe God for the portion and 
happincfs of their fouls; to make. Chrift their righteoufnefs 
and ftrength; and to apply to him for pardon, for fan@tifica- 
tion, and eternal redemption. 


One leading doétrine of the Bible is, that all the true friends 
and faithful followers of Jefus Chrift, will be admitted te in- 
expreflible rewards of glory and bleffednefs, in the ceming 
woild; and that fueh as die intheir finful, impenitent ftate, 
will be doomed to that mifery which is incenceivably dread- 
ful, and which will be endlefs in duration. 3 
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Now, Sir, I requeft you to fearch the fcriptures attentively, 
and you will find that. they contain thofe leading truths, at 
which I have only very briefly hinted. And when you read 
or hear doétrines advanced, which correfpond with thefe fun- 
damental principles, you may fafely embrace them as the ge- 
nuine truths of the Bible. But if you hear things advanced, 
which tend to build up unholy finners upon themfelves,—or 
that hold them up to view as poflefing fome virtue, or fome 
qualifications, which may recommend them to God; when 
you hear them encouraged that their ftate is good, fhert of a 
new heart, or an intereft in Chrift,when you hear fentiments 
which derogate from the glory of God, or that afcribe a part 
of the honour of the falvation of finners to themfelves; you 
ought to reject them, as altogether unfcriptural, and extreme- 
ly dangerous to the fouls of men. 

You are to follow the fame rule, when yeu hear any dec- 
trine taught, which tends to leflen the obligations of finners 
to repent and live a holy life, or that implies a connivance at 
their pride of heart, or floth, or unbelief; or which reprefents 
that one foul of the finful race can ever be faved, unlefs he ex- 
perience the fanctifying grace of God in truth, and yield a 
cordial compliance with the gofpel of Chrift. You are to re= 
je&t every fentiment or fyftem, in which the guilt and incon- 
ceivable ruin of fuch as die in their fims, are extenuated, or 
held forth to be more favourable than they are reprefented in 
the word of God. And now, my friend, I commend you to 
that Almighty and merciful Being, who is able to lead you in 
the way everlafting. Be not deceived, in this day of great de- 
generacy and error; but fee that you are well eftablifhed 
upon the foundation of the gofpel, and that you walk in the 
narrow way of truth and holinefs, that you may at laft arrive 
fafe, by divine grace, to the world of light and joy confum- 
mate. 

From your’s, d&c, 


PETROS. 











